Disordered control of the urinary bladder after human spinal cord injury: what are the problems?
Spinal cord injury has a profound impact on the storage and voiding functions of the urinary bladder. Loss of autonomic and somatic control mechanisms leads to hypo- or hyperactivity of the bladder wall and sphincters causing problems that range from incontinence to complete loss of the capacity to empty the bladder. This chapter outlines the types of bladder dysfunction that occur after spinal cord injury, their relative prevalence and current practices used to manage the problems. With all the interventions that are available, management of bladder function often still remains a compromise, as the medications and physical interventions available may stimulate or block components of the voiding reflex, but are often not fully restorative in this effort.